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We invite you to Notice how Kylene Beers’s and Bob Probst’s Signposts 

help your students read with a deeper understanding. 

What are Notice & Note Signposts? 
Kylene and Bob identified specific features for students to watch for and identify, encouraging them to read 

more closely and to gain better understanding of the author’s intent. They named these features Notice & 

Note Signposts. Signposts appear in all young adult text, demanding that students pause and think about the 

text—make connections, predict events, analyze characters and theme, ask questions, explore language, and 

discover meaning. Below are the six Notice & Note Signposts for fiction.

Memory Moment Words of the Wiser

Contrast & Contradictions Tough Questions

Aha Moments Again and Again

For each of the six signposts, Kylene and Bob share an Anchor Question to spark students’ thinking and 

conversation about the text.

How do Notice & Note Signposts help my  
students read with deeper understanding? 
ELA teachers strive to teach students to read closely and annotate text with greater insight and comprehension. 

The strongest readers do these things naturally, but most students need concrete strategies to delve more 

deeply into text. Notice & Note Signposts invite students not only into the text but also into the conversation, 

enabling every student to have a dialogue with the text. 

As students identify the Notice & Note Signposts and answer the Anchor Questions, they are using the 

important comprehension skills of visualizing, predicting, summarizing, clarifying, questioning, inferring, and 

making connections.

Can I use Notice & Note Signposts and  
Anchor Questions with any piece of fictional text?
Absolutely! 

Elementary 
Activities
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Activity:
Write the Aha Moment definition on the top of the chart paper: An Aha Moment is when a character realizes, 

understands, or figures something out that he or she had not known. An Aha Moment reveals change. 

Write the Anchor Question on the chart paper: “How might this change things?” Draw a circle around the question and 

add this heading above the circle:  STOP and ask. 

Tell students: Be on the alert for clues that create a sudden awareness such as, “Suddenly I realized...” or “I finally 

understand...” or “It came to me in a flash...”. 

Ask students: Listen to the story Henny. When you hear an Aha Moment clue write it on a sticky note. (Option: Have 

students raise their hand when they hear an Aha Moment and then write the Aha comment on the chart paper.) 

After reading the story:  Have students place sticky notes on the chart paper. Use the Anchor Question for discussion 

with each sticky note students place on the chart or with each Aha Moment note you wrote on the chart.  

Other titles that support teaching/practicing an Aha Moment Notice and Note Signpost:

• I Want My Hat Back by Jon Klassen

• What Do You Do With an Idea?  by Kobi Yamada

• Edward Gets Messy by Rita Meade

Primary Activity: 
Try using the Aha Moment Signpost with the book 

Henny by Elizabeth Rose Stanton

Activity:
Write the Aha Moment definition on the top of the chart paper: A Memory Moment is the point is the book when the 

writer interrupts what’s happening in the story to show us the main character as he or she remembers  

something important. 

Write the Anchor Question on the chart paper: “Why might this memory be important?” Draw a circle around the 

question and add this heading above the circle:  STOP and ask. 

Tell students: Be on the alert for clues from the past - Memory Moment clues. Sometimes the clue to a Memory Moment 

is very obvious.  The character will say something like “I remember...” or “My dad used to tell me a story...” or “This picture 

reminds me...”. 

Ask students: Listen to the story Lunch Money. When you hear a Memory Moment clue write it on a sticky note. 

After reading the story:  Have students place sticky notes on the chart paper. 

Use the Anchor Question for discussion with each sticky note students place on the chart.

Other titles that support teaching/practicing a Memory Moment Notice and Note Signpost:

• Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

• Saturdays and Teacakes by Lester L. Laminack

• A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams

Materials you will need:
• A copy of the book, Lunch Money

• Chart paper and pen

• Sticky Notes

Intermediate Activity: 
Try using the Memory Moment Signpost with the book 

Lunch Money by Andre Clements, and Brian Selznick

Materials you will need:
• A copy of the book, Henny

• Chart paper and pen

• Sticky Notes

For Your Classroom:

Tear off the Signpost 
mini-posters for display.



Aha Moment

Stop and Ask...

USE THE AHA MOMENT SIGNPOST  
TO HELP YOU UNDERSTAND HOW A CHARACTER’S 
ACTIONS ARE RELATED TO THE PLOT OR THEME.

STOP and Notice & Note
When you are reading and suddenly 
a character realizes, understands, or 
finally figures something out... 

You should stop and ask yourself: 
“How might this change things?” 
(Anchor Question)

If the character figured out a 
problem, you probably just learned 
about the conflict.  

If the character understood a life 
lesson, you probably just learned 
the theme. 



Memory Moment

Stop and Ask...

USE THE MEMORY MOMENT SIGNPOST 
TO HELP YOU UNDERSTAND WHY CHARACTERS 
IN A STORY DO WHAT THEY DO.

STOP and Notice & Note
When you are reading and the 
author interrupts the action to tell 
you a memory...

You should stop and ask yourself: 
“Why might this memory be 
important?” (Anchor Question) 

The answers will tell you about 
the theme or conflict, or might 
foreshadow what will happen later 
in the story. 
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